CMMI Kolkata Chapter Lecture Meeting held on Friday, 27th March 2026, at Princeton Club, Kolkata
The Kolkata Chapter of CMMI held its lecture meeting on the evening of Friday, 27 March 2026 at Princeton Club, Kolkata. 
In his opening speech, the Chairman of the Chapter, Capt. Kaustuv Dutta, welcomed the members present and briefed them about the Executive MBA in Logistics, Supply Chain and Maritime Management in collaboration with Indian Institute of Management, Mumbai (IIM-Mumbai), starting June 2026. He also briefed them about the CMMI – ORAL Preparatory Course for 2nd Mate (FG) Certificate of Competency Examinations commencing on 6th April, 2026.
First was a discussion on the book ‘Command of a Warship’ and Marine Piracy by Commodore Prodyut K Banerjee, Former Stealth Warship Captain, in conversation with Shri. Abhijit Banerjee, Executive Committee Member, The Institute of Marine Engineers (India) Kolkata Branch.   
The book’s centerpiece undoubtedly is its gripping account of encounters with Somali pirates. The descriptions of these tense confrontations are nothing short of cinematic. Whether it’s the helicopter chases, or the precise planning required for rescue missions, or the sheer courage of the crew, the narrative is a testament to the skill and determination of those who serve at sea.   

There are stories weaving around the command of a ship. These are challenges faced by most military men, but what is different here is the positive attitude in taking the problem head on, and more importantly, rallying the men and officers to achieve the seemingly impossible.  
 

The author openly discusses his fears, anxieties, and the significant pressure he experienced while leading his team in critical situations. This genuine approach makes the book highly relatable and captivating. 

The house thanked Commodore Prodyut K Banerjee for the valuable presentation.
Next was a presentation on “Empowering Businesses for a Sustainable Future” by Shri. Pulak Mishra, Managing Partner (India), Sustain Right. He explained about the identifying sustainability opportunities and crafting tailored strategies for positive impact, executing sustainable initiatives with a focus on delivering tangible and lasting results, continuously monitoring progress, and adapting strategies to maximize sustainability outcomes, and providing ongoing support and guidance to ensure sustained positive impact.  

Last was a presentation on "Financial Planning and Retirement Planning" by Shri. Santanu Saw, Wealth Manager.  
He shared practical insights on creating sustainable income, securing our future, planning a legacy for our loved ones, and discussed investment strategies, annuity options, and planning for retirement.
After that, Capt. Ashok Menon, LM/3447, Principal of Kolkata Branch Training Center of The Institute of Marine Engineers (India) and Capt. Nirmalya Karmakar, LM/2942, Principal of Fosma Maritime Institute & Research Organisation, Kolkata were felicitated for their contribution to the Maritime Fraternity at Kolkata.
In the end, a vote of thanks was proposed by the Secretary of the Kolkata Chapter, Capt. Swapnendu Lal Mohapatra.
The meeting was followed by sponsored Cocktails and Refreshments and was attended by 50 members & guests who were also presented with mementoes.
Princeton Club did a commendable job in the areas of hospitality and event management.
